Chapter V
IN  SPAIN AND  ITALY
" All the system converges to this, to give personal worth to each child, vottiof
character, strength of principles, anchorage in faith/**
THE history of the convents of the Sacred Heart in Italy
is an interesting and eventful one. Encouraged by the
patronage of King Charles-Felix of Sardinia, Madame Baiat
opened a house in Turin in 1823, and the next twenty yeats
saw many other schools founded at Pignerol, Sant* Elpidio,
Genoa, Parma, Padua; picturesque accounts of tie
schools, of the surprise visits of Queen Marie-Christine at
Turin, and of the interests and enterprises of the girls, ate
given in the lives of Mother Barat, Mother du Rousier,
Mother Tommasini.2 The revolution of-1848 swept these
schools away, but they have their successors to-day, at
Padua, Turin, Florence, Venice, Naples, not to speak of
the Sicilian schools at Palermo and Catania.
In Rome, the convents of the Sacred Heart were spared
the calamity of 1848. The first to be founded was that
of the Trinita dei Monti, in an old monastery situated on
the Pincio and offered to the Society of the Sacred Heatt
by Pope Leo XII in 1828. This house, which so often
has received the visit of Pope and Cardinal, is dear to eveiy
child of the Sacred Heart on account of a fresco of the
Madonna, Mary, under the title of Mater Admirabilis^
a shrine which* since the picture was painted in 1844,
has become, as it were, a centre of spiritual life and
devotion,*
Other convents were subsequently founded in Rome,
notably that of the Vilk Lante, on the Janiculum, and,
1 J. E. Stuart, Tk Society of the Saved Heart, p. 79.
z See Bibliography.                     s See Epilogue.
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